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De. de Blank Challenges South African Premier 


a oem eae as en a rm ae a ae ee 


(Capetown) - Dr. Joost de Blank, Archbishop of the Church of the Province of 
South Africa (Anglican) and a leading opponent of apartheid, has offered to 
leave South Africe if Dr. H.F. Verwoerd will withdraw as Prime Minister and 
return to his native Holland. 


Dr. de Blank made the challenge in an article in the official Anglican 
journal 'Good Hope! efter the premier had criticized him for his anti-segregation 
stand and told Dr. de Blank that he "does not belong to South Africa". 


The Anglican leader, who is also Dutch-born, said, "it breaks my heart to 
make this offer, but I an willing because I know, if it is accepted, it will 


hasten the country's return to decency and sanity". He added: "The Christian 
future of Africa as a whole is of far greater importance than the political or 
economic future of any country within it, even South Africa. We may be sure 


of this: if the Christian faith is extinguished in Africa, South Africa will 
have no future at all and if there is one thing laughable throughout Africa it 
is the concept thet South Africa is nobly bearing the banner of Christian 
Civilization in the South." 


Dr. de Blank had ecrlier called a priv-te conference scheduled in Capetown 
on August 1 to discuss the basis of cooperation between the races of South 
Africa (see EPS No. 23). EPS, Geneva 
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Frayers /isked for Nicaragua Evangelism Crusade 


(San Jose, Costa Rica) - An appeal to Christians around the world to pray for 

a prolonged nation-wide mass evangelism crusade to be held in Nicaragua in 1960 
has been made by the Latin American Mission, which has headquarters in San Jose, 
Costa Rica. 


The campaign, the first of its kind ever held in the country, will be Spon- 
sored by all major Protestant bodies in Nicaragua in cooperation with the Mission. 


Officials of the Mission said the crusade, to be launched January 4 - 8 at 
a leaders' conference and retreat, will provide "evangelism in depth". They said 
it will feature mobilization and training of church members in modern methods 
of personal and visitation evangelism and re-activation of local churches as 
strategic units for continuous evangelism. EPS, Geneva 


ee a ee ee on ee, poset a ee 


(Nyborg, Denmark) - Imtherans in Japan are expected to merge into one united 
church within two years, according to reports presented at a recent meeting of 
the Lutheran World Federation Commission on World Mission convened in Nyborg, 
Dennark. 


LWF officials said the proposed merger would unite some eleven separate 
groups and that prospects for early organization of the united church are "very 
sveualyed eens 


The major obstacle preventing union, they said, had been overcome by the 
recent decision of the 9,162-member Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church — the lar- 
gest of the negotiating groups - to yield its position on the issue of whether 
the over-all church body or its constituent districts should have the authority 
on such matters as ordination to the Gospel ministry. The church had formerly 
favoured centralized authority. 


The combined membership of the lutheran bodies in Japan is about 12,000 
persons. EPS, Geneva 


Little Rock Church High Schools Close as Integration Proceeds 


CO EE ASS eR ET EC eer 


(Little Rock) - Two denominational high schools created in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
last year during the integration crisis in the public schools have announced 
plans to cease operations. 


aptist High, which had 365 students, and the Interim Academy of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal parish, which had 27 students, will not reopen for the fall tern. 


Both however appeared to be leaving the door open for possible resumption. 
Baptist High said it would store its equipment and the Interin Academy officials 
described it as going on "inactive status". 


Meanwhile registretion continued on an integrated basis in the public 
schools in accordance with a federal court order. Negroes have enrolled at 
Central High School and the previously all-white Hall High School without 
4ncident. The schools were closed last yeor to avoid integration. EPS, Geneva 
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Macedonian Church Recognized 


(Belgrade) ~ Archbishop Dositej Stojkovic has been formally inaugurated as head 
of the Skoplje See and top prelate of the newly formed Macedonian Orthodox Church. 


Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church officiated at the ceremonies 
held in the main cathedral of Skoplje in Macedonia. The action of Patriarch 


ee signified formal recognition of the new church of the Serbian Orthodox 
urch. 


Patriarch German also inaugurated Bishop Klinent Maleski, another prelate 
of the new church, thus preparing the way for the later enthronement of two 
other bishops who will be named to the Sees of Bitolj and Strumica. 


The Macedonian Church was part of the Serbian Church until last autumn when 
a congress of Macedonian priests and laymen decided to form an independent church. 
(See also EPS, No. 39, 1958) EPS, Geneva 


(NOTE TO EDITORS: All meetings in 
Spittal are closed to the press. 
Special interviews and pictures 

WOC Lists Summer Meeting Schedule can be arranged, as desired.) 


(Spittal, Austria) - Some 200 leaders and staff of the World Council of Churches 
will meet in this picturesque alpine village for a two-week series of meetings 
(August 2 - 15) to review their work and draft plans for future programmes. 


Known as "the little Assembly" the meetings will serve as preparatory sessions 
for the annual meeting of the WCC's 90-member policy making Central Committee, 
August 19 - 27, on the Island of Rhodes. 


Recommendations, including proposed budgets, prepared by working committees 
in consultation with the staff of the council's divisions and departments, will 
be presented for consideration and action to the Central Comittee. 


Approximately sixty of the church leaders convened here will attend sessions 
of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees to work out the long- 
range strategy of the WCC's multi-million dollar annual programme of aid to 
refugees and churches. 


A feature of this year's meeting of the division will be special reports on 
Tunisia based on surveys commissioned by the division as a guide in planning 
future programmes there. Other reports will deal with the World Council's pro- 
grammes for the UN-sponsored World Refugee Year and with migration, world hunger 
and over-population. 


Major items scheduled on the agenda of mectings of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs include "diplomatic recognition and represen~ 
tation at the United Nations, including the problem of China", the cessation of 
nuclear weapons testing, Cisarmament and the "Berlin questicn". 


Other meetings scheduled here include those of the commissions planning the 
WCC's next assembly tc be held in Asia in 1961 and joint sessions of leaders of 
the WCC and the International Missionary Council. 


The neetings in this village have special significance for leaders of the 
World Council's refugee work. Located here is a WCC-sponsored vocational train- 
ing school in which sixty refugee youth are being taught the skills to equip then 
for a variety of trades. Graduates of the school have been unusually successful 


in finding jobs and adjusting themselves to life in Austria and there is a long 
EPS, Geneva 
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East German Newspaper Attacks Kirchentag_ 


oie - "Neue Zeit", official newspaper of the Christian Democratic Party in 
a ermany, has attacked plans for the ninth German Evangelical Kirchentag as 
clearly showing a political bias". (See EPS, No. 29) ' 


s Citing what it termed "irrefutable facts" the newspaper said that the 
hence cannot be called "an all German gathering" because it will give 
ardly any attention" to the problems of the churches in East Germany. 


aa i ae se said, the Kirchentag speakers do not include "a single person- 
ality woo is prominent in the public or political life of the DDR, while a number 


of politica Lae : : 
Soh pe 1 and theological extremists from West Germany" will address Kirchentag 


ines pi te.of ts misleading title", Neue Zeit said, "the Kirchentag does not 
possess a single characteristic which entitles it to call itself ‘all-German'. 
Its organisers, its sources of finance, its social outlook, its patterns of thought 
its themes and the way they are dealt with, its speakers and the way they are ao 
selected, all clearly show political bias." EPS, Geneva 


East German Christian Youth Denied Right to Attend School 


(Hanbur g) - Participation in the Youth Dedication ceremonies in East Germany is 
now mandatory for admission to high school, it has been reported here. 


An article published in "Die Welt", an independent West German daily news- 
paper reports that a youth in Chemnitz whose sohool record is "well above average" 
has been denied permission to enroll in high school because he will not take : 
part in the ceremony. 


It said that the Communist organization in the concern in which the boy's 
father is employed had been notified that "in spite of repeated discussions, the 
plaintiff refuses to send his son to the Ycuth Dedication. The reason he gives 
is that he has raised his son as a Christian and cannot suddenly change the course 
ef- his Life." 


It added that in selecting pupils for the school, "preference is naturally 
given to boys and girls who have taken the vow of loyalty to our state at the 
Youth Dedication". 


Communist officials in East Germany had earlier denied tht pressure was 
being exerted on youth to participate in the ceremony. EPS, Geneva \ 


German Youth Will Not Attend Vienna Festival 


(Berlin) - Plans have been cancelled to send student observers from the German 
Evangelical Student Movement (Studentengemeinde) to the Communist-inspired World 
Student and Youth Festival being held this week in Vienna. (See EPS, No. 29) 


Organization leaders said the original decision was reversed because of 
unacceptable conditions imposed by East German government authorities in granting 
visas to East German youth. They said the DDR officials had demanded that the 
original group of six students be cut to four and that they 211 be members of one 
of the Communist-sponsored youth groups in East Germany. 


As a result, Movenent officials said, no delegation will be sent from 
either West or Hast Germany. Originally twelve students - six from the East 
and six from the West - were scheduled to attend. EPS, Geneva 
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Bishop Dibelius Criticizes Ponphlet Attacking Niendller 


(Berlin) - The anonymous circulation in Germany of a pamphlet attacking Dr. 


Martin Niemoller has been vigorously w otested against by Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin-Brandenburg. 


In an interview quoted in the daily newspaper "Der Tagesspiegel" , Bishop 
Dibelius described as "pure lies, whose purpose is merely to injure someone's 
reputation" allegations contained in the publication. 


He called it "an example of unfair methods of attack" and said that "things 
said and written by a Protestant pastor should not be completely distorted by 
deliberately shifting their emphasis". 


The anonymous author of the pamphlet charges Dr. Nieméller with being a 
Fascist during World War II and implies thet he is now a Commnist sympathiser. 


The president of the Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau, West Germany, Dr. 
Niemoller is an outspoken advocrte of the cessation of nuclecr testing and disar- 
Mament. and is generally regarded as one of the most controversial figures in 
the German churches. 


Dr. Dibelius said that while he dees "nct agree with Dr. Niemdller's ideas 
either in politics or church affairs, nevertheless we must be just about the 
real concern of his life and efforts". 


"It can hardly be contested", he added, "that Dr. Niemoller is sincerely 
and deeply concerned in spreading the Christian message as he interprets it. " 


The pamphlet was published by a printing house in West Germany. Tens of 
thousands are renorted to have been distributed in East and West Germany. 
EPS, Geneva 


inebriet 


The International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ, US) 
have donated $1,000 toward the relocation of the Protestant Pavilion at the 
Brussels World Fair as a permanent religious centre in that city. The gift 
was announced by the American section of the Continuing International Christian 
Committee for a Permanent Centre in Belgium as "the first of the larger denomina- © 
tional gifts". The comiittee is trying to raise about $260,000 to convert the 
pavilion into a permanent centre. 


Me 
Ww 


There are more than 300,000 children in Sunday schools in Finland, accord 
ing to figures released at the annual conference of the Finnish Sunday School 
Association. The report said they are taught by 25,000 voluntary teachers who 
have been trained by the parishes in cooperation with the association. 


xe dis 


Union Theological Seminary's chapel in Manila has its first new organ, 
thanks to the generosity of Christian women in Osaka, Japan. Some 1,000 women 
members of churches in Osaka raised more than $300 to purchase the organ as "a 
token of our love in Christ towards the Filipino people". 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https //archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_1 959-07-31 26 30 
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Lutheran missionaries were sent to open new fields in 17 countries in the 
past decade, according to figures released by the Lutheran World Federation. 
LWF officials said eight of these fields were in Latin America, six in Asia and 


three in Africa. Staff was listed at about 3,800 persons - a fifty per cent 
increase over 1950. 


*% 


Petitions demanding legal recognition are being circuleted by Jehovah's 
Witnesses in Argentina. The Argentine constitution guarantees religious 
freedom for all confessions, but members of the sect have not been permitted to 
hold services of worship or meetings, according to reports. Eerlior petitions 


‘have been ignored by the government. Co-religionists in Bolivia, Chile, Para- 


guay and Uruguay are also securing names on similar petitions, to support the 
cause in Argentina, it has been learned. 


Git hy 


The first international conference dealing with the history of the anti- 
Nazi Confessing Church in Germany established during the Hitler dictatorship 
is scheduled August 17 - 20 at the Evangelical Academy at Tutzing, Germany. 
Churchnen from the USA, Canada, Britain, Germany, Switzerland and Scandinavian 
countries will attend. Lecture topics will include an analysis of comments on 
the church struggle in Germany in British press and publications and the sig- 
nificance of the Confessing Church for the ecumenical movement. 


x x 


A Protestant Boy Scout patrol in Offenbach, West Germany, is taking care 
of a Jewish cemetery in the district, despite some opposition from adults who 
ave been quoted as saying that "young Christians should not be concerned with 
the care of Jewish cemeteries". However, a spokesman for the patrol said, they 
intend to provide regular care for the cemetery and will erect a stone with the 
inscription "In memory of the dead, and a reminder to the living". EPS, Geneva 
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